
MPONR Newsletter October 2025 
Dear Past and Future Marlay Point Overnight Race Sailors 

The organising committee have been working behind the scenes to prepare for the 2026 MPONR and thought we 
would update you on a few things that are happening. 

We are currently working on sponsors for the event. This is a timely reminder to those who received a voucher at 
the 2025 event to please make sure you use it. Sponsors are reluctant to support the event if competitors are not 
interested in the products. If you can’t use it give it to a friend! 

Survey Results and Changes 

Firstly a big thanks to those who took the time to complete the post-race survey. It provided an opportunity for you 
to tell us what you think and we appreciate the feedback and suggestions provided. As a result of the survey we are 
pleased to let you know of some of the things that we have been able to work on to improve the race for all 
competitors. 

• You asked for better and timely communication so 
we are starting with this newsletter. Also pleased 
to inform you that the Notice of Race is published 
on the website. https://mponr.com/entries/  

• The start time for the race will be brought forward 
slightly to Saturday 7:15 pm to try to make use of 
the naturally dying breeze and allow plenty of time 
for normal Racing Rules of Sailing on the start line 
before ColRegs kick in. 

• With an earlier start time there will also be an 
earlier finish time of Sunday 3:30 pm with the 
option of shortening the course should the need 
arise.  

• Finishing slightly earlier will allow more time to process results. This is turn should mean that most winners 
can be presented with their trophies and given a cheer at the post-race Presentation at 5 pm on Sunday in 
the GLYC clubhouse. Much more fun! 

• We plan on trialling registrations at GLYC for a short time on Friday evening and starting earlier at LWYC on 
Saturday to maximise the opportunity for some to sail to Lake Wellington. 

• Whilst registration and sign-on will remain in person we are working towards providing skippers the 
opportunity to complete the Cat 5N Safety Declaration form online. 

• Also looking at how we can make the Race Declaration a little easier. 
• There were concerns from competitors, scrutineers and race officials that some navigation lights were not 

up to standard. Please read carefully through the details provided below by our scrutineers regarding the 
standards and what is required. 

This year we introduced two new categories – First All-Female Crew and First All-Youth Crew (under 25). The entries 
were disappointing, so we are working towards growing these for 2026. As an encouragement we are thrilled to 
have sponsorship from RILEY who will cover the entry fee for the first three boats to enter in these two categories. 
Please promote to those sailors you know in these categories. 

In 2026 it would be great to see a lot more Team Entries coming in. Have a look at the NoR and start planning who 
you can enter with. 

Attached to the email is a flyer. We ask that you share this with your fellow sailors, clubs and associations to 
ensure we reach the widest audience possible. 

 

https://mponr.com/entries/


In the lead up to the 2025 race we had some interesting stories from 
some of the sailors which we shared with you on social media. Tell us 
your story! Send a few photos and a brief story.  

How many MPONRs have you done? We are currently looking at how to 
acknowledge the ‘long-timers’ of the race. Let us know. 

All correspondence to be sent to: info@mponr.com 

 

Marlay Point Overnight Race 2025 Photo Album 

After the last event we created an album for people to share their hero 
photos of the event.  If you have some memorable pics that you’d like to 
share send us the pics to the info@mponr.com email and we’ll arrange to 
upload to the google album.  You can view the MPONR 2025 photo 

collection here:  https://photos.app.goo.gl/5xz9fdFUToHmh9wK9 

Are your Navigation Lights compliant? 

This article provides information and guidance to ensure your navigation lights are compliant.   

MPONR committee take safety seriously and we will not accept non-compliant navigation lights so make sure 
yours comply. 

1 Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 1 
2 ColRegs 
3 Special Regs Interpretations 
4 Some guidance from MPONR committee 
5 Examples of lights we measured that don’t comply 
6 Tests of modern 12 volt LED Nav Lights 

 
1. Australian Sailing Special Regulations   Link:  Australian Sailing Special Regulations 

 

2. International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (ColRegs) 

 Link:  International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (COLREGS)  
 
The requirements of ColRegs, Part C, Rule 22©, can be summarised as follows. 

Light Arc  Range  
Port and Starboard 112.5 degrees 1 Nautical Miles 
Stern 135  degrees 2 Nautical Miles 

 

ColRegs Annex 1 gives Luminous Intensity values that will meet the above distance requirements.  

Light Luminous Intensity 
Port and Starboard 0.9 Candella 
Stern 4.3 Candella 

 

mailto:info@mponr.com
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5xz9fdFUToHmh9wK9
https://www.sailingresources.org.au/safety/specialregs


Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 1 also require that Reserve Navigation Lights are carried. 

 

 

3. Special Regs Interpretations 

Australian Sailing have issued the following in relation to Reserve Navigation Lights. 

 

4. Some guidance from MPONR committee. 

MPONR committee have developed a method of checking light intensity values. We have found that some lights 
sold as “Emergency Lights” do not comply with arc and intensity requirements and are therefore not acceptable 
for use as primary navigation lights and will not be accepted. 

Such emergency lights may be acceptable as reserve lights as per the AS interpretation above. If there is any doubt 
that a primary light complies or not, its Luminous Intensity and arc will be measured during scrutineering. We have 
tested a number of 12 volt permanently install LED  Nav Lights and they all easily met the standard.  

  



5. Examples of lights we measured that don’t comply.  

    

6. Tests of 12 volt LED Nav Lights 

We have tested several modern12 volt permanently install LED Nav Lights. We note that there is quite a variation 
between models, but all easily comply.  

 

Boat  Side Lights Stern Light 
Requirement > 0.9 > 4.3 
1 24 10 
2 4.7 6.8 
3 11 5 

 

 

  

 

For those of you coming to the Gippsland Lakes for some cruising prior to the MPONR, you may wish to consider 
adding the Paynesville Classic Boat Rally to your itinerary.  The event is on the weekend prior, Friday 27 February to 
Sunday 01 March.  Further details here: www.paynesvilleclassicboatrally.com.au 

 

 

https://www.paynesvilleclassicboatrally.com.au/

