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Dear Past and Future Marlay Point Overnight Race Sailors 

With less than 7 weeks until the 2026 MPONR it’s time to touch base with you all again. Firstly the committee 
passes on it’s thanks to all of those who have entered so far and to those who plan to enter soon. Organising an 
event like this is made easier knowing that we have competitors. Cost this year continues to be $99 – bargain! 

Entries are via TryBooking at: https://www.trybooking.com/DFZOJ  

A Word from GLYC Commodore: Gary Maskiell 

As Commodore of the host club for the 2026 Marlay Point Overnight Race, Gippsland Lakes Yacht Club, I am 
excited to once again be planning to compete in this iconic event. 

I first competed in the MPONR in the mid-1970s with my most recent entry in 2001. Since then commitments to 
Off the Beach State Championships held over the Labour Day weekend have prevented me from taking part in 
this remarkable race. 

This year I’ll be entering my recently acquired Grainger 075 trimaran Born 
To Run. Born To Run boasts a long and proud racing history across 
Australia having first competed in the MPONR 40 years ago in 1986 just 
three months after her launch. Revolutionary in her day she now shows 
her age but with a bit of TLC I’m hopeful she’ll once again prove 
competitive. I’d also love to see a few more multihulls on the start line this 
year to join in the fun. 

I can’t wait to see you all at the starting line and of course back in the GLYC clubhouse at the end of the race for 
some socialising and the presentations. There’s still some fibreglassing to finish, plenty of boat preparation 
ahead and of course the all-important safety equipment to check off - the job list keeps growing! I wish everyone 
a fantastic race; there truly is no other sailing event quite like the Marlay Point Overnight Race. 

Merchandise  

Look like a team in matching 2026 event polos! Or 
maybe you need a warm jacket. Bucket hats and 
caps are also on the list. Merchandise can be 
purchased whilst registering for the race as well as 
through an additional TryBooking event. Here is the 
link: https://www.trybooking.com/DIBIZ Please 
note polo shirts & jackets ordered online can only be 
guaranteed until 4th February 2026. 
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Other Events on The Gippsland Lakes 

• Victorian Trailable Yacht State Titles will be held at Gippsland Lakes Yacht Club on February 14+15 2026. 
This event will also host championships for Castles, Noelex 25, RL24 and Ultimate Yachts.  
Further information available and link to entries: www.trailableyacht.com.au 

• Paynesville Classic Boat Rally on the weekend prior to MPONR -  Friday 27 February to Sunday 01 March. 
Further details here: www.paynesvilleclassicboatrally.com.au  

• If you are planning on coming to these events and would like to store your boat for MPONR there will be 
space available at Lake Wellington YC. Get in touch to arrange this: info@mponr.com 
Please Note: As the Paynesville Classic Boat Rally takes place on the grounds of GLYC and adjacent 
carpark so there will be no available space to keep your boat in that part of Paynesville that weekend 
unless you have entered the Rally. 
 

GLYC Redevelopment 
 
As many of you would be aware there is a planned redevelopment for the GLYC clubhouse scheduled in the 
coming 12 months. This redevelopment will mean the GLYC will not have a permanent building for the duration 
of the rebuild. Rest assured that Marlay Point ONR will still go ahead during this period. The GLYC committee are 
currently working on plans for operation at this time. 
 

Presentation  
Let’s make our Presentation one to remember as the last in our old building. Join your fellow sailors in the 
clubhouse at GLYC  by 5 pm to cheer and congratulate the 2026 Winners. This year the plan is to present all 
trophy winners. There may even be a lucky door prize! The bar will be open 12 – 9 pm for your enjoyment. Stay 
for some dinner. There will be BBQs available for you to cook your own food on. Plates, knives and forks will be 
available for use.  
 

Tack Tracker  
Once again we would invite every participant who’d like to share their race GPS track with the event organisers 
and be part of the TackTracker MPONR 2026 replay.  
It’s a relatively simple process:  
Step 1 – Start your GPS before the race (eg smartphone app like Navionics or any other suitable App or device 
that will allow you to export a .GPX file  
Step 2 – Save the data after finishing the race.  
Step 3 – Export your data in a .GPX format to info@mponr.com  
After compiling data from competitors the 2026 MPONR will be available online to view and hopefully some of 
these competitors will have their tracks ready to replay the race at the post-race presentation. 
Check out the 2025 Race. 
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Sponsors 
 
At this stage the MPONR committee has not secured a naming rights sponsor for the event but are thrilled to have 
support from previous and new businesses. Please mention this support when visiting and purchasing from 
these businesses. 
 
 
 

   


