
 
 

 
 

Welcome to the post race newsletter for 2026. Please share with your crew and any other interested sailors. 

 

RACE OFFICER’S REPORT 
Sailors experienced another successful Marlay Point Overnight Race in better-than-expected weather conditions on 
the Gippsland Lakes.  The forecast was for the wind at the start to be around 8 – 10 kts from the south east and 
dropping out overnight to very little and almost calm conditions. The start time this year was moved forward half an 
hour to take more advantage of typically fading twilight breeze and to overcome potential issues on the start line 
associated with Colregs versus the Racing Rules of Sailing.  With the increased number of multihulls entered this 
year it was determined to introduce two groups for the start to separate the faster boats from the slower boats. 

There was the typical cluster of boats each attempting to find clear wind at the committee boat end of the start line 
whereas there were gains to be made in the clearer winds in the middle of the start line.  Boats soon spread across 
Lake Wellington with virtually no tacking required in the SSE breeze to make it across the Lake and the balmy 
temperature provided a very comfortable crossing and into the McLennan Strait.  The current in the Strait was flowing 
in the correct direction at about 1-1.5kts and assisted boats to continue towards Hollands Landing in the light winds. 

The introduction of SailPro Live Race Tracking that was voluntarily taken up by more than 70 boats provided a great 
overview of the fleet, particularly for the Race Management Team, purely as a guide to where boats were located.  
Quality of data captured was generally very good with accurate speeds and locations.  Some anomalies with data 
were evident dependent on phone/tablet settings and location of the device in the boat having reasonable reception 
of GPS data and transmission of data to the website. 

 

Fig 1 A post-race screenshot of SailPro – 2134hrs on Saturday 07 March, lead boats halfway through the 
McLennan Strait, back of fleet halfway across Lake Wellington and the Judy G Race Committee vessel, parked 
at Hollands Landing. 
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Fig 2:  A screenshot taken during the event illustrating the string of boats progressing through McLennan Strait. 

The light wind filled in from the north west and kept boats moving providing great sailing conditions compared to the 
forecast winds.  Competitors bragged after the race that they barely had to tack for the whole duration and all boats 
were finished by about 9:30am on Sunday. 

Great this year to see the growth in all-female crews – well done to Sue Burke and her crew in her Explorer 16 and 
congratulations to Marg Goddard, recipient of the oldest sailor and her all female crew sailing Marg’s Noelex 30. 

Once again this year, we appreciate Gippsland Ports for generously lending 
GLYC two illuminated inflatable markers to place at the finish line and 
southeast of Point King near Raymond Island.    

Thanks to all the volunteers that support this great sailing event and 
particularly the MPONR Committee made up of LWYC and GLYC members.  
Thanks to LWYC member Andy Warner for stepping up as Deputy Race 
Officer to support me throughout the race.  Our event contingency 
planning kicked in when there was an incident that involved transporting a 
race management volunteer with an injury to the Bairnsdale Hospital for 
stitches to a cut sustained while transferring between boats after the start.  
Finally, a big shout out and thanks to all the sailors that continue to support 
Australia’s premier trailable yacht sailing event.   

Continue to enjoy safe sailing  

Ron Parker 

MPONR Race Officer 
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WAIT!  WHAT’S THAT NUMBER?  IS IT A 3, OR A NINE? …..But definitely not a super number! 

The finish crew were kept busy trying to decipher numbers on some of the participating boats. It made for an 
interesting  game in the Loft  of “who gets the prize for the best/most accurate number spotter!”  So it was all a bit of 
fun when the boats trickled through the finish in well-spaced time.  But when a number of boats came in very quickly, 
often overlapped, the challenge was on.  If we cannot read your number easily then yours and other boats around 
you may not receive an accurate finish time as we struggle to find you in our computer system. 

Don’t get me wrong…many boats did a great job of adhering to the instructions ( 
Sailing Instruction 1.2.2) about boat numbers size, colour etc, Pipalini, number 4057, 
took out the prize for the clearest number.  On the other hand, some were extremely 
creative.  The boat that came through with a crew member holding up what looked 
like a cardboard beer slab carton with the number scribbled in texta showed lateral 
thinking and we wondered whether your real boat number had fallen victim to the 
speed of the race and had been washed away in the bow wave… and then… what 
happened to all your tinnies ??!  Others were concealed by the large genoas you were 
able to carry – or the Skipper’s arm dangling over the lifelines from sheer exhaustion 
and covering the number!!! 

If you are planning to return next year to race again, please be sure your numbers cut the mustard… and be aware 
that we may strengthen the requirements in next year’s sailing instructions so that they can be easily read by your 
hard working Finish Team. 

RESULTS HIGHLIGHTS 

Full results area available via our website - https://mponr.com/archives/2020-2029/ 

Line Honours      

Division A  4506 Pathfinder Adams 21 Peter Taylor 
Division B  6980 Possum Young 77 Andrew Stamp 
Division C  8303 The Other Woman Ross 830 Stephen Edmunds 
Division D  8625 Daddy Cool 79er Stuart Schafer 
Division M  7624 The Stig Farrier F9RX Terry O'Brien 

      

Handicap Placings      

Division A 1st 1664 This Way Up Bonito 22 Jack Felsenthal 

 2nd 1621 Uptown Girl Ultimate 23 Adam Erikson 

 3rd 1906 Marina Explorer 16 Wilcox Harris 

      

Division B 1st 5639 Pippin Seaway 25 Hendrik Hoogendoorn 

 2nd 6980 Possum Young 77 Andrew Stamp 

 3rd 5288 Big Deal RL 24 DK Matthew Francis 

      

Division C 1st 3052 Broken Blade Elliott 5.9 Jake Newman 

 2nd 6236 Biteme Spider 24 MkI Trevor Golding 

 3rd 4057 Pipalini Castle 650 Mitch Bayliss 

      

Division D 1st 8625 Daddy Cool 79er Stuart Schafer 

 2nd 8042 Trot On Thompson 8 Graeme Alexander 

 3rd 8818 Joker at Work Delphia 24s Grant Chipperfield 

      

Division M 1st 6409 Sol Man Ostac Tramp Colin Andrew 

 2nd 3227 Tri Hard Ostac Tramp Brian Harrison 

 3rd 7624 The Stig Farrier F9RX Terry O'Brien 

https://mponr.com/archives/2020-2029/


 
 

      

Adam Brinton Trophy (Club Team)  
1st   MTYC 4057 Pipalini Castle 650 Mitch Bayliss 

 28.58 4209 Rook Castle 650 Glenn Scheen 

  3226 Overtime Castle 650 Doug Whitby 

2nd 
Canberra 

YC 4299 Mate Castle 650 Juan Guerschnan 

 28.73 4506 Pathfinder Adams 21 Peter Taylor 

  6236 Biteme Spider 24 Trevor Golding 

3rd GLYC 5493 Tempo Sonata 26 Malcolm Winder 

 47.65 5599 Jacana Sonata 26 Mick Floyd 

  3100 Green Machine Elliot 5.9 Alexander Wright 

      

Lindsay Dack Memorial Trophy (Class Team)  
1st Castle 650 4057 Pipalini 

Castle 650 
Mitch Bayliss 

 17.39 4209 Rook Glenn Scheen 

  4265 Castaway Jason Hegert 
2nd Explorer 16 1906 Marina 

Explorer 16 

Ryan Wilcox 

 27.04 1909 Swift Trevor Burke 

  3058 Swallow Sue Burke 

3rd Sunmaid 20 3255 Aurina 

Sunmaid 20 

Nicholas Piper 

 46.23 3264 Melinda Anthony Matheson 

  3280 Fully Catered Peter Kernebone 

Ray Cole Team Trophy (Divisional Team) 

 Not awarded due to no eligible entries 
 
Short Handed Trophy (2 Handed Team) 

 1st 3227 Tri Hard Ostac Tramp Brian Harrison 

 2nd 6409 Sol Man Ostac Tramp Colin Andrew 

 3rd 3219 Gumnut Sonata 6.7 Warren Boadle 

      

All Female Trophy     

 1st 3058 Swallow Explorer 16 Sue Burke 

 2nd 4309 Qui Castle 650 Kate Middleton 

 3rd 4445 Who RAAH Bonito 22 Anna Brazier 
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